IAVA Responds to VA Whistleblower’s
Testimony
New York, NY (September 18, 2014) – Yesterday, whistleblower Dr. Sam Foote
blasted the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Office of Inspector General
(OIG) Aug. 26 report on scheduling manipulation and patient deaths at the
Phoenix VA during a hearing before the House Veterans Affairs Committee
(HVAC). VA Secretary Robert McDonald and Acting Inspector General Richard J.
Griffin also testified before the committee.
The hearing was held one day after the House of Representatives unanimously
passed several key pieces of legislation to improve the lives of veterans and
their families. The bills passed Tuesday included reforms to VA construction
projects, the extension of numerous critical veterans programs, and a costof-living adjustment for disabled veterans and their dependents.
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA) CEO and Founder Paul
Rieckhoff, in San Francisco meeting with post-9/11 veterans, released the
following statement:
“We thank Chairman Miller and HVAC for scrutinizing the latest OIG report on
the Phoenix VA’s wait times and scheduling practices. Yesterday’s hearing yet
again shows how little we know about the scope of corruption and wrongdoing
within the VA nationwide. Our community continues to be extremely discouraged
with the report’s findings. There must be real accountability established and
enforced within the VA, starting with those guilty of misconduct being
identified and promptly removed from VA service. Additionally, practical
policy guidelines need to be established, disseminated and enforced, and 21st
century technological updates need to be implemented. Secretary McDonald is
in a position to change the course of veteran health care, we are looking to
him to continue the strong leadership he has already established during his
short time in office and lead this needed reform effort.”
Note to media: To schedule an interview with IAVA CEO and Founder Paul
Rieckhoff email press@iava.org or call 212-982-9699.
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (www.IAVA.org) is the nation’s first
and largest nonpartisan, nonprofit organization representing veterans of Iraq
and Afghanistan and has nearly 300,000 Member Veterans and civilian
supporters nationwide. Celebrating its 10th year anniversary, IAVA recently
received the highest rating – four-stars – from Charity Navigator, America’s
largest charity evaluator.
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